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12 June, 2007


Buffalo Waterfront Update - 

With new and severe controversial political delays, months are now evolving into unpredictable years of additional delay in the Buffalo Waterfront Inner Harbor development.  Revised plans now diminish most possibilities of it ever being completed as a true Historic District.  The historic streetscape of the District that was to be completed in the next several months is now nearly totally stopped in its tracks.  What could have been the best possible and a spectacular showcase of Buffalo’s heritages, and also a remarkable heritage footprint for our museum, is fast evaporating along with the potentials of the district ever becoming a nationally significant tourism destination.  In fact, the latest proposed ECHDC re-design now even threatens to turn the entire district from an authentic historic tourist destination into nothing more than just another developer’s concrete strip-mall for the locals, should they wish to come downtown, pay for a parking ramp, and city-shop at the waterfront; all we’d be “selling” tourists is shopping.  Historic sites need “selling” too, but we would then not have as much of it to sell.  And remember also, it’s OUR tax dollars paying for their businesses with most of any profits to going to outsiders who’ll take the dollars out of Western New York.

While the Buffalo Inner Harbor historic footprint for the moment still remains, for us and other Western New York historic venues, a less attractive possibility in this scenario, we cannot continue to put our exclusive priority for the permanent placement of our Bicycle History Center into such a long shot that presently has little or no creative visionary historic master plan with a sound tourism focus.  We now no longer have faith that the leaders of Buffalo care, nor prioritize its rich heritages enough.  We therefore are taking steps to broaden our horizons and refocus our own decisions for the future of this collection and to give more priority to other alternatives, even if they mean leaving our native Western New York home.   We will keep you posted here (on our website) while we entertain other evolving options.  We thank all of you for your past support in our Buffalo vision and if you care to continue that support we suggest writing any of the following:

Governor Elliott Spitzer – N. Y. State Capitol – Albany, NY  

Mayor Byron Brown – City Hall – Buffalo, New York

Hon. Brian Higgins – 726 Exchange Street – Suite 601 - Buffalo, NY 14210

and any others with political clout.
To be continued……
Carl & Clary Burgwardt, directors
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